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At the end of the day, the most
overwhelming key to a child's success
is the positive involvement of parents.

!

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT CENTER PURPOSE & PHILOSOPHY

Family Engagement and Visitation is essential for
a child's well-being, fundamental to permanen-
cy and vital to a child maintaining family relation-
ships and cultural connections.

Visitation is a right, not a privilege, and should be
embraced and encouraged. Research has
shown the most powerful motivation a parent
has to make positive lifestyle change is to see
their child(ren). Consistent visitation is associated
with higher rates of reunification and decreases
in a child's anxiety and depression. Visitation

maintains and supports the parent/child relation-
ship, which is essential for successful reunification
and for preventing re-entry into foster care.

The Washoe County-Human Services Agency
{(HSA) Family Engagement Center (FEC) allows vis-
itations.to be facilitated in an environment that is
child friendly and positive. It provides various op-
portunities for parents to interact, play, and learn
healthy behaviors, while building confidence in
their ability to parent.

MEETING YOUR ENGAGER

Every child with a scheduled visit, has a visitation
coordinator assigned to them called an
“Engager”.

The Engager facilitates the visitation by provid-
ing developmentally appropriate parenting ed-
ucation and coaching to help the parent learn
about their child's developmental/emotional
needs, and connect with their child{ren) by fol-
lowing the child’s lead.

The Engager will coordinate all of the family's
visits and will be the primary point person for all
visitation related issues.

YOUR FIRST VISIT AT THE FEC

HSA's top priority is to ensure a child's well-being
is met first and foremost. All children deserve
stability, love and encouragement.

When a child has been removed from their
home, HSA strives to immediately schedule the
first visit between the child(ren) and the parents.

The assigned FEC Engager will contact the par-
ents and foster parents as soon as possible fol-
lowing the removal of the child(ren). During the
first visit, a co-parenting relationship will be de-
veloped, and on-going visitation plans and ex-
pectations will be made between all parties.

The intent of the visitation is to strengthen the
parent/child relationship by focusing on quality
family time. This enables parents to connect
with their child(ren), practice new skills and
technigues, and stay informed about what is
happening in their child{ren)’s lives.




